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And then we find the first statute restraining what we
should now call chancery jurisdiction, complaining that the
law of the land and common right was delayed by letters
issued under the king's will, and ordaining that henceforth
they shall not be disturbed by said letters and nothing done
in any of the places of the court of the king or elsewhere by
such letters against right or the law of the land shall avail.

In 1313 the coming armed to Parliament is forbidden.
These were troublous times and there was little legislation
in consequence, and in 1322 Edward II secured the rev-
ocation of the New Ordinances themselves, but as in all
such cases of royal grant and withdrawal the principles
shown are even the more important historically. Of un-
certain period is the Statute of Jewrie forbidding usury to
the Jews, and Christians from living among them, but per-
mitting them freedom of trade and exempting them from taxa-
tion except to the king; and a statute of the usages and cus-
toms of the men of Kent beginning with the statement that
"all the Bodies of Kentishmen be free, as well as the other
free Bodies of England/' which dates at least as late as the
early part of the fourteenth century, but still exemplifying
the notion that a statute should only express law or custom
previously existing.

(1327) The Statute of Northampton, at the beginning of
the reign of Edward III, confirms many of the earlier stat-
utes, but abolishes all staples beyond the sea and on this
side, on the ground that they tended to monopoly, and pro-
vided that all merchants, strangers, and citizens may go and
come with their merchandises into England after the tenor
of the great charter (cap. IX). In the next year is another
provision for annual parliaments, and in 1335 the Statute
of York again allows merchants to buy and sell freely except
only enemies, and giving double damages for the disturbance
by any one of such freedom of trade, and the Statute de Mo-
neta, forbidding carrying money abroad; which is notable
to the student of economics as showing how early what we